Waubonsie Valley High School
Private Vocal Lesson Handbook

Benefits

1. To provide students with personalized vocal training from a qualified
specialist, emphasizing healthy technique, expressive singing, and lifelong
vocal growth.

2. To support the individual development of each singer, addressing unique
needs in vocal health, technique, and artistry while encouraging confidence
and creativity.

3. To offer students and instructors the resources and supportive environment
needed for effective lessons, conveniently held on campus during or after
school hours.

4. To improve the overall musical quality of the Waubonsie Valley High School
choral music program and its students.

Qualifications

Student | Any enrolled member of the Waubonsie Valley High School Choir
Program has the option to take private voice lessons on campus. Students must
commit to weekly lessons (minimum of 25-minute sessions) for the duration of the
semester..

Teacher | Qualified voice teachers with advanced training and/or degrees in vocal
performance, vocal pedagogy, or related fields, and approved by IPSD 204 to work
on campus with students. The certification process set forth by IPSD 204 includes
a background check and approval to teach by campus directors.



Private Lesson Fees

e During a Choir Class or Lunch Period/Half Period/25 Minute Lesson | $30
e During a Lunch Period/Full Period/50 Minute Lesson | $60

Payments are made directly to the private lesson teacher. Payment frequency will
be arranged between the private lesson teacher and the parent.

Missed/Late Payments

It will be the responsibility of the private lesson teacher to maintain accurate

records of payment for each student. It would be advised that parents do the same.

Missed or late payments will be monitored by the choral staff. Directors may be
asked to inform/remind students at the request of the private lesson teacher.
Failure to make consistent and timely payments may result in removal from the
private lesson program and losing future opportunities to take lessons from a
private teacher at WVHS.

Waubonsie Valley High School cannot be held responsible for collecting on missed
payments.

Scheduling

Scheduling of lessons will be worked out between the private voice teacher and the
student’s family. Teachers are expected to set up a consistent lesson time and stick
to it as best as possible. It’s recommended that teachers, students, and parents
establish an easy and consistent method of communication (email, text, etc.) to
keep everyone on the same page. The choir directors will provide the lesson
teachers with a calendar of choir and school events so scheduling conflicts can be
avoided.

Available Lesson Times:

During a Choir Class (half-period lesson)

During a Lunch Period (half or full-period lesson)
After School | 25 Minute Lesson

After School | 50 Minute Lesson



Attendance Policy

Private lessons are a large commitment, and consistency is key for growth. Both
students and teachers are expected to make every effort to attend scheduled
lessons.

We understand that conflicts come up. With advance notice, lessons can usually be
rescheduled or canceled without penalty, at the teacher’s discretion.
Communication is the responsibility of both the student/parent and the teacher.

Unexcused absences may still be charged by the teacher, and repeated unexcused
absences can result in removal from the private lesson program.

As a courtesy, cancellations should be communicated at least 48 hours in advance
whenever possible. Emergencies are of course understood, but consistent
last-minute cancellations may affect the student’s ability to remain in the private
lesson program.

Cooperative Obligations

Private Lesson Teachers will:

e Provide professional, consistent, and supportive vocal instruction tailored to
each student.

Be punctual and reliable in attendance.

Keep clear records of payments and provide receipts if requested.

Maintain open and professional communication with students and parents.
Notify students/parents promptly about any schedule changes.

Students will:

Commit to attending lessons consistently and come prepared each week.
Practice assigned material between lessons.

Communicate potential conflicts in advance.

Approach lessons with openness to feedback, knowing that improvement
often comes from working on problem areas.

Parents will:

Ensure timely payment for lessons.

Provide transportation when needed.

Keep communication open with the lesson teacher and support their
student’s practice at home.



Our Private Lesson Teachers

Students interested in starting voice lessons through the WVHS Voice
Studio should fill out the Voice Lesson Studio Interest Form. This form
will give us an idea of what the student is looking for in voice lessons, what
schedule they are interested in, and a few other important items of information to
get started.

Once a form has been completed, we will reach out to students and their families
with a Private Teacher recommendation. Once confirmed, we will put families in
contact with their teacher to begin the process of lesson scheduling and payment
details.

WVHS Voice Studio Faculty 2024.2025

Michelle Konow

Michelle Konow, Soprano, has taught private voice in the Chicago land area for over 25
years. Michelle spent 16 seasons at the Lyric Opera of Chicago where she sang with
international opera greats under the direction of Bruno Bartoletti and Sir Andrew Davis.
Michelle is a highly sought after voice clinician and coach for several nationally acclaimed
show choirs. In addition to teaching private voice, Michelle music directs musical theatre
and opera, with most recently music directing Gian Carlo Menotti’s The Medium at
ColorBox Theatre. Michelle has studied classical voice and theatre at Brigham Young
University, Indiana University and The Music Conservatory at Chicago College of
Performing Arts: Roosevelt University.

Michelle’s vocal methodology is based on two tenants: developing the artist’s natural voice
supported by a healthy vocal technique that enables continuous growth and expansion in
both repertoire and genres — ranging from pop to classical. Year-after-year, Michelle places
vocal students in the top music theatre, pop and classical music conservatories all over the
nation. Additionally, many of her students have gone on to sing with regional and
nationally acclaimed venues such as: American Idol, The Voice, Walt Disney World US,
Walt Disney World Japan, Lyric Opera of Chicago and several Celebrity Cruise lines — just
to name a few.

Dr. Sonja Mihelcic

Dr. Sonja Mihelcic has been a teacher for the past 27 years, and has been teaching WVHS
voice students for 15. She is a voice teacher with great expertise in the areas of technique
and style, and achieves fast and audible results with each student. She tailors her teaching
style to the specific demands and goals of each student relying on the latest developments
in vocal science and pedagogy

In addition to helping her students succeed in their school music programs, she also helps
them being accepted and receiving scholarships from some of the most prestigious schools
in the country, Dr. Mihelcic also helped a number of professional pop, country, classical,
rock, folk, and musical theater singers to maximize their vocal potential, and confidently


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfci58isWPKnzTbdA_pxy4yToRTUq6VKRnf4DNFEc43hCa3Hw/viewform?usp=dialog

embark upon their professional music careers. Dr. Mihelcic also teaches piano and focuses
on developing solid technique, musicianship, and sense of musical style. Dr. Mihelcic
prepares her voice and piano students for choir and musical auditions, IL State exams in
voice and piano, IMA competition, and other curricular and extracurricular activities.

Dr. Mihelcic had a 15-year international singing career as a principal soloist, performing on
the concert and operatic stages in the USA, Japan, Germany, Slovakia, Mexico, and Serbia.
She performed, among others, with the Dallas Opera, Forth Worth Opera, Wichita
Symphony, East Slovak National Theater, Belgrade Opera, and Wisconsin Chamber
Orchestra. Dr. Mihelcic is a member of various professional organizations, and currently
serves as the Chair for Vocal AIM exams for Illinois State Music Teacher Association. She is
on the board of Illinois State Music Teacher Association, and the Naperville Chapter MTA.
In the past she served on the board of Chicago Chapter NATS, and she is a frequent judge
at vocal and piano competitions.

Mary Elliott

Mary Elliott has been teaching voice for 30 years and has been teaching in District 204
since 1998. She holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Music Theatre from Millikin University and
a Master of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of Nevada, Reno. Mary’s goal
as a teacher is to help each student discover their own unique voice by developing a healthy
vocal technique which is the basis for all types of singing. Students study multiple genres
including art song, Broadway, pop, jazz, and opera. Mary helps students prepare school
curricular literature as well as preparing for ILIMEA auditions, school musical auditions,
college auditions, and community and regional theatre auditions. A highlight of Mary’s
studio is the opportunity to participate in recitals. She typically produces two studio recitals
a year, as well as featuring her Senior students in a concert setting of a Broadway musical.
In addition, Senior students have the opportunity to prepare a solo or duet recital akin to
college level degree recitals. Mary’s students have gone on to become choir conductors,
private voice teachers, performers and directors in community, regional, and professional
theatre productions, cruise ship performers, active members in the music business
industry, and stars in their cars. For Mary, the most important aspect of taking voice lessons
in middle and high school is that the student find the joy in singing.

In addition to teaching, Mary remains an active performer and director of music theatre.
She was in the chorus of Chicago Light Opera Works production of H.M.S. Pinafore and
has performed as soprano soloist in Handel's Messiah and Samuel Barber's Knoxville:
Summer of 1915. Mary has also been a soloist with Naperville Men’s Glee Club and is a
former member of the Chicago Symphony Chorus and New Classic Singers. She has also
participated in master classes with John Wussman and William Warfield. Other favorite
roles include Maria in The Sound of Music, Mable in Pirates of Penzance, and Kathy in
Company.



Waubonsie Valley High School
Private Vocal Lesson Handbook Acknowledgement Form

I have read and understand the Waubonsie Valley High School Private Vocal
Lesson Handbook and Private Instruction Agreement. I agree to comply with the
rules, standards and obligations set forth in this handbook.

Date:

Student Full Name

Private Teacher Full Name

Student Signature

Parent Signature

Private Teacher Signature
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