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Waubonsie Valley High School Choir 

American Celebration of Music in Italy 

 

(6 nights / 8 days) 
March 22 – 29, 2020 

 

Day 1 Sunday, March 22, 2020 

 Departure via scheduled air service, to Rome, Italy 
  

Day 2 Monday, March 23 Rome / Naples (D) 

 Arrive in Rome 
 Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to awaiting chartered 

motorcoach for immediate transfer to Naples 
 Late afternoon hotel check-in 
 Evening Welcome Dinner and overnight 
  
 The south Italian port town of Naples, principal town of the region of 

Campania and of the province of Nápoli, lies on the north side of the Bay of 

Naples, on the Tyrrhenian Sea, extending along the lower slopes of attractive 

hills.  The old town with its narrow streets and stepped lanes and its tall 

balconied houses is fringed on the west and north by extensive villa suburbs. 

Naples possesses many historical monuments going back almost 3,000 years, 

particularly the treasures, to be seen in the National Museum, garnered from 

the cities engulfed by Mount Vesuvius 
  

Day 3 Tuesday, March 24 Naples / Pompeii (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Morning excursion to Pompeii.  Entrance fees are included to Pompeii which 

was buried by an eruption by Mount Vesuvius in August, 79 AD.  The 
excavations, began in the 18th Century have unearthed some of the best 
artifacts of Roman life 

 Lunch on own 
 Return to the Naples for dinner and overnight 
  

Day 4 Wednesday, March 25 Naples / Amalfi Coast (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Morning drive along the Amalfi Coast, seeing Sorrento Peninsula, Furore 

Valley and Salerno. For over 19 miles the coasts innumerable bends afford 
constantly changing views of enchanting landscapes, wild, fantastically-shaped 
rocks plunging vertically into a crystal-clear sea, deep gorges spanned by dizzy 
bridges and Saracen towers perched on jagged rock stacks. Contrasting with 
these awe-inspiring scenes are the more charming views of fishing villages and 
the luxuriant vegetation, a mixture of orange, lemon, olive and almond trees, 
vines and the Mediterranean flora 

 Lunch on own 
 Afternoon at leisure for shopping or other activities 
 Performance at the Sorrento Cathedral as part of the American 

Celebration of Music in Italy* 
 Evening dinner and overnight 



 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Day 5 Thursday, March 26 Naples / Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Morning transfer to Rome 
 Lunch on own 
 Afternoon guided tour of Imperial Rome, including entrance to the Roman 

Forum and Colosseum. Also view the Pantheon and Palatine Hill 
 Evening dinner and overnight 
  
 Rome - myth has it that Rome was founded around the Seven Hills in 753 

B.C. by Romulus and Remus.  During the centuries that followed, Rome 

became the central figure of western history as the Roman Empire flourished 

throughout the Mediterranean and Europe.  After the fall of the Empire the 

city prospered again during the Renaissance under the influence of such 

geniuses as Da Vinci, Michelangelo and Bernini.  The inspiring treasures of 

their achievements await your visit 
  

Day 6 Friday, March 27 Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 A half-day guided tour of Religious Rome includes Vatican City, the home of 

the Pope and the center of Roman Catholicism, as well as the Vatican 
Museums, Sistine Chapel (featuring Michelangelo's Ceiling Frescos and The 
Last Judgment) and St. Peter's Basilica 

 Lunch on own 
 Participate/sing in Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica* 
 Evening dinner and overnight 
  

Day 7 Saturday, March 28 Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Enjoy a day at leisure in Rome. Motorcoach and Tour Manager are at the 

group’s disposal (within legal driving limits) for additional sightseeing, 
shopping or other organized activities.  Rome’s center with its churches, 
ancient palaces and monuments, spacious parks, tree-lined boulevards, 
fountains, outdoor cafes and elegant shops, makes it one of the world's most 
attractive cities 

 Lunch on own 
 Performance at Sant’Andrea della Valle as part of the American 

Celebration of Music in Italy* 
 Evening Farewell Dinner and overnight 
  

Day 8 Sunday, March 29 Depart for home (B) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Transfer to Rome’s airport for return flight home 
 

*Subject to Confirmation 

 
This is a very flexible itinerary.  Except for confirmed appointments and performances, the 

places of interest and the sequence of sightseeing might be changed if necessary or desirable. 

In the event of an unavoidable conflict in the performance and the sightseeing schedule, the 

concert schedule will prevail, and it may be necessary to exclude some sightseeing activities. 

 
© Music Celebrations International 

http://www.musiccelebrations.com/


 

WAUBONSIE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR  

 
The following are cost estimates for MCI’s suggested tour options, with roundtrip airfare from Chicago, IL during 

Low Season*.  Estimated airfares are subject to change, and will be confirmed once an airline contract is secured 

(roughly 11 months prior to your tour).  These tour suggestions represent a beginning point for further 

discussion, customization and negotiation. 
 

 

45-47 

Paying 

(+2 free) 

40-44 

Paying 

(+2 free) 

35-39 

Paying 

(+1 free) 

30-34 

Paying 

(+1 free) 

(6 nights / 8 days) 
NAPLES, ROME 

$3,448 $3,517 $3,540 $3,647 

 

Travel season dates are generally as follows: Low (28-Oct-13Dec, 24Dec-31Mar); Shoulder (01Apr-10May, 05Aug-24Aug, 02Sep-27Oct, 

14Dec-23Dec); High (11May-04Aug, 25Aug-01Sep); Travel seasons are subject to change without notice from the airline. 

  

The costs vary, depending upon the total number of paying participants sharing certain fixed overhead costs which 

include chartered motorcoach, Tour Manager, guides, free trips, concert costs, etc.   

 

Please note, these prices are based on 2019 rates and are subject to change once 2020 rates are available. 
These costs are based on MCI handling the accounting and payment processing for each individual on tour. A 3% accounting 
fee has been applied.  All tour prices quoted for transportation and land arrangements herein are based on rates (including 
foreign exchange rates) in effect at the date of this offer and are subject to change. Adjustments may be made if the exchange 
rate varies more than 5%. 
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COST INCLUSIONS 

 

 AIRLINE TRANSPORTATION: Round-trip transportation by scheduled airline carrier from Chicago, IL. Air fares are 
subject to change pending space availability at the time of group booking. 

 Includes up to $550 for U.S. Government airline taxes, fees, and estimated fuel surcharge. 
 COACH TRANSPORTATION: Local modern deluxe motorcoach transportation within Europe upon arrival and available 

for the entire tour. 
 INSTRUMENT/EQUIPMENT TRANSPORATION: Additional instruments and/or equipment will be transported in 

the storage area underneath the motorcoach.  
 CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS: All performance and workshops are professionally provided in superior venues with 

attention to technical details and effective publicity.  All venues mentioned in this quote are used as reference only and are subject 
to confirmation. 

 ACCOMMODATIONS: Hotel accommodations in superior tourist-class (3 & 4-star) hotels chosen for location, reputation, 
cleanliness, and service. The price is based on double occupancy, all rooms with private facilities.  All hotels mentioned in this 
quote are used as reference only and are subject to availability at group rates at the time of booking.  City centre accommodations 
are available at a supplement upon request.  This offer is based on staying at the following accommodations, or similar: 

Rome: Hotel Roma Aurelia Antica  Naples: Holiday Inn Naples 

 MEALS: Two meals per day (as noted in the Tour itinerary) including breakfast and dinner.  Please note that breakfast is not 
included on day of arrival and dinner is not included on day of departure. 

 ENTRANCE FEES: The following Entrance fees are included: 
 Pompeii ruins, Roman Forum, Colosseum, Vatican Museum, St. Peter’s Basilica, and Sistine Chapel 

 TOUR ITINERARIES: Electronic versions of the tour itinerary are available listing hotel addresses, telephone and websites. 

 TOUR MANAGEMENT: One full-time, multi-lingual Tour Manager will be on each motorcoach through the entire tour.  
MCI’s European office staff is easily available 24 hours daily (even on weekends) to render assistance whenever needed.  

 WHISPER SYSTEM: Quietvox Audio System consisting of a microphone for the guide and a radio receiver for each participant 
for guided tours. 

 EXCURSIONS: Conducted by licensed, professional guides as outlined in the day-by-day Tour itinerary. 
 GRATUITIES: Tips to hotel personnel (including meals) are included. Tips to tour manager(s), licensed guides, and motorcoach 

driver(s) are not included. 
 EACH PARTICIPANT RECEIVES: 

 1 Flight bag  2 Luggage tags  1 Souvenir Photo Video  1 Souvenir T-shirt 
 TRAVEL NOTES: Pre-departure Travel Notes are available to each participant containing useful information about travel 

preparation, destination information, useful packing and cultural conditioning suggestions. 
 FREE TRIPS: One free trip (based on double occupancy) for each 20 paying participants; i.e. the 21st, 42nd, etc. participant 

travels free of charge. 
 LIABILITY INSURANCE: $3M MCI Tour Liability Insurance coverage. 
 INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTING FEE: Accounting and payment processing for each individual on tour. 
 TRAVEL INSURANCE: Individual insurance coverage is included in all MCI programs.   

Summary of coverage: 
 $10,000 – Travel Accident  $1,000 – Medical Expense 
 $300 – Baggage Coverage  $600 – Trip Cancellation/Interruption/Delay 

 

 

COST EXCLUSIONS 

 

 Travel Visa for non-U.S. passport holders. 

 Tips to Tour Manager(s), city guides and motorcoach driver(s). 

 Instrument / equipment rental & cartage, if needed. 

 Concert programs, if needed. 

 Transportation to and from the departure airport. 

 Drinks at dinners. 

 Daily lunches. 

 Airline luggage fees, if applicable. 

 Difference between current and actual costs for the airline taxes and the estimated fuel surcharge, if applicable. 
 

http://www.romaureliantica.com/en/
http://www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/en/naples/napit/hoteldetail


 

 

 

 

 

Italy Testimonials 
 

“In 36 years as a conductor, there are many concerts in my memory banks, but a few stand out as extraordinary. One of these 
is undoubtedly the concert (MCI) arranged for us in the magnificent Basilica di San Miniato overlooking Florence. The 
acoustics were celestial, the Basilica was filled, the sight overlooking the city of Florence was breathtaking, and the audience 
simply would not stop applauding. They even made us sing outside afterwards! All the 
concert sites were perfect places for our a cappella chamber choir. The audiences were so 
friendly, so responsive.   I’ve taken a lot of tours in my day, the first in 1974. I have to tell 
you, for concert sites, hotels, meals, guide, personal attention – nothing can beat what you 
arranged for us in Italy.” 

 Lucy Carroll, William Tennent Madrigal Singers, Pennsylvania 

 

“Our memories of Italy are sure to be of beautiful cities and 
countryside, friendly people, and outstanding concert experiences! Thank you for helping to 
coordinate our Tour and for the many details MCI handled for our trip. The hotels, concert venues, 
and our guides were just wonderful. It was an unforgettable experience all around; thank you so 
much.” 

Marguerite McCormick, Children’s Chorus of San Antonio, Texas 

 
“This was the second time that I toured with MCI and I knew exactly what to expect from them: 
courtesy, professionalism, promptness, a willingness to please, and above all, trust. What they said 
they would do, they did. And better yet, I called the shots, and they formed the tour around what I 
felt was best for my choir. It was an unbelievable experience, and a dream come true for all of us. 
Every venue that MCI arranged (seven in all) was beautifully organized and advertised….You need 

that feeling of comfort when you are far away from home and have the responsibility of so many young people. That is why I 
trusted Music Celebrations International with my students. My recommendation is this: if you have an excellent performing 
group, go with a tour group whose performance is excellent.”  

Bud Clark, Missouri Southern State College Choir, Missouri 

 

“Thank you so much for taking care of our travel needs.  We had a marvelous time in Rome.  
We were particularly impressed by the tour manager and the bus driver.  They were very nice 
and went all out to help us in every possible way.  The places we went to for the tour were 
excellent.  We never thought we would be able to see a lot of places in such a short week.  
People from our group could not help but say, "this is just too much art to take in, in one 
day!"  Again, thank you so much for such a marvelous time!” 

Noel Fisico, St. Thomas More Children's Choir, California 

 

“The concerts were spectacular!  The concert sites were so wonderful.  We had great audiences, 
and we saw a lot of advertising.  We had people meet us at each site.  I couldn't be more pleased 
with that.  That was why we were there.  I can't believe the things we saw.  I keep looking at my 
pictures and tell myself that I was really standing there in Venice or in Rome.  It was all pretty 
amazing.” 

Michelle Hiscavich, Newtown High School Orchestra Director, Connecticut 
 

“Music Celebrations provided us with many opportunities we wish we might have had with our former tour company. 

Concert audiences were 20 times what we had 4 years ago in England, and the venues in Italy were magnificent! Travel 

arrangements came off without a hitch, except when we had to wait for our own fellow travelers. Our hotels were fine and 

the staffs at all three were excellent.  Thank you for a wonderful tour, and I hope that we get to work with you again 

soon.” 

Michael Gorman, Schola Cantorum of Sacred Heart Church, California 



 

 

 


